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The president of Ecuador's Congress, Hugo Quevedo, resigned his leadership position on June 6
rather than face impeachment for a series of alleged wrongdoings. Controversy had surrounded
Quevedo since he was elected to his post last August (see NotiSur, 2000-09-15). Political analysts
questioned the legitimacy of his presidency because he had been expelled from the party entitled to
the post the Partido Social Cristiano (PSC) before the vote.

The latest upheaval in the often rancorous
Congress began in late May when legislators representing a majority of the parliamentary groups
gave Quevedo an ultimatum, demanding that he step down or face an impeachment process. He
was accused of violations of the congressional code of ethics. An oversight committee accused
him of reselling airline tickets purchased at a discount by the legislature for official travel. Other
accusations ranged from excessive spending on calendars for Congress to ordering a police guard to
leave a heated debate that turned into a fistfight.
Opponents needed 62 votes in the 123-member unicameral Congress to expel Quevedo. The three
parties that called for him to quit the PSC, Democracia Popular (DP), and the Izquierda Democratica
(ID) had the necessary votes with the support of another 22 deputies from minority parties or
independents who also opposed Quevedo. Quevedo has the backing of the Partido Roldosista
Ecuatoriano (PRE) of former president Abdala Bucaram.
"We have discussed the need to change the head of Congress, and that the head, with the respective
changes, needs to motivate committees to work and the legislative process to move forward," said
Juan Jose Pons, former head of Congress and one of the lawmakers opposing Quevedo.
Representatives of a majority of the blocs in Congress said on May 30 they planned to vote to
remove Quevedo and several other legislators for violations of the ethics code. They said the
expulsions were part of a purge that sought to improve the institution's image amid political
instability that has given Ecuador five presidents since 1996. Congress has the lowest approval rating
of the country's institutions, according to local polling firm Cedatos. Several deputies have been
removed from their posts on charges of scandals, corruption, and defamation.
Political leaders in Ecuador have long discussed the need for reforms to make Congress more
efficient and representative of its constituents. But the talk has not led to action. "We can't continue
to pay such a high price, allowing a group of legislators to make a mockery of the legislature," said
ID Deputy Wilfrido Lucero. Lucero said his party supported the effort to get rid of Quevedo because
"he is becoming the principal obstacle to legislative work."
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Quevedo declares Congress in recess
"Hugo Quevedo's position as president of Congress is unsustainable," said Xavier Neira, PSC
leader in Congress, on May 30. Quevedo, an independent from the coastal province of El Oro since
his expulsion from the PSC, insisted he had a "clear conscience." The following day, he abruptly
declared a one- month legislative recess and ordered the congressional guard to chain shut the
legislature's doors in an apparent effort to prevent his possible impeachment.
Antonio Posso, the second vice president of the legislature, called Quevedo's decision "illegal,"
noting that the recess, effective June 1, would suspend the debate on the new customs law as well
as all other pending legislation. This would have serious consequences, as the customs law is
considered "urgent" for the country's economy, said Posso. Legislators from the Movimiento de
Integracion Nacional (MIN) said it was trying to obtain the 82 votes needed to bypass Quevedo and
call the Congress back into session.
On June 4, the legislature's leadership council (Consejo Administrativo) failed to muster a quorum.
The following day, however, the Consejo broke the locks and chains and convened a session in
which they voted to ignore Quevedo's directive declaring a recess, which paved the way for action
on his impeachment. After saying that he would not resign, Quevedo did just that on June 6. "Faced
with a real situation of collusion that would affect not only the Congress but the whole nation...I
have decided it proper to hand over my position for the good of Ecuadorans," Quevedo said. He
would not say whether he also intended to resign his congressional seat. The legislature's vice
president, Jose Cordero, assumed the presidency of the legislative body and vowed to carry out a
"self-purification of Congress." With the approval of 85 deputies, Cordero was sworn in for a term
that will end in January 2003, when the term of the current Congress ends. Posso, who had been
second vice president, assumed Cordero's position.
On June 11, groups of deputies began presenting motions to disqualify six deputies for violations of
the code of ethics. They include Quevedo, Enrique Camposano, Julio Noboa, Bolivar Sanchez, Kaiser
Arevalo, and Vicente Estrada. At least part of the motive behind the purge seems to be that most
of the deputies targeted had either been expelled from their political parties or left on their own to
become independents.
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